
    Pre-Agenda Session @ 5:30 p.m. 

 
A G E N D A 

City Council Meeting 
Monday, May 6, 2019 – 6:00 p.m. 

 OPENING 
 Call to Order 

 Invocation by Pastor James Witherspoon, Alpha & Omega Worship Center 

 Pledge of Allegiance  

 Roll Call 

 
 RECEIVE INFORMAL PUBLIC COMMENT  

 
 

 RECEIVE FORMAL PUBLIC COMMENT  
     

 
 CONDUCT PUBLIC HEARINGS  

 
 

 Approval of City Council Minutes   
 Consideration of City Council Minutes (4/15/19) and Workshop Synopsis (4/22/19).  

 
 Staff Reports  

 Receive Monthly Departmental Report from Director of Human Resources   
 Receive Monthly Departmental Report from Director of Information Technology   
 Receive Monthly Departmental Report from Director of Parks & Recreation 

    
 City Manager’s Updates & Announcements  

 
 ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 

 Ordinance, Charter Amendment – Mayor & City Council Compensation:  Second reading of an 
ordinance to amend Section 2.04, Article II, of the Charter of Garden City, Georgia, to increase the 
salaries of Mayor and Councilmembers pursuant to Section 36-35-4 of the Official Code of Georgia 
Annotated, as amended. 
 

 Ordinance, Water & Sewer Connection Fees for Certain Development Projects: Second reading of 
an ordinance to amend Chapter 82 of the Garden City Code relating to utilities, by adding a section 
82-186 to Article V thereof pertaining to water and sewer rates and charges for the purpose of 
reducing the water and sewer connection fees for certain development projects within the City’s 
urban redevelopment area.  



 
 Ordinance, Building Permits & Inspection Fees for Certain Development Projects: Second reading 

of an ordinance to amend Chapter 18 of the Garden City Code, relating to Buildings and Building 
Regulations, for the purpose of updating several code sections to correct clerical errors and/or update 
certain fee amounts, as well as for the purpose of adding Section 18-85 to reduce fees for building 
permits and inspections under Code Section 18-51, as to certain development projects within the 
City’s urban development area.  

 
 Ordinance, Zoning Map Amendment (1302 & 1252 Dean Forest Rd.): First reading of an ordinance 

to amend the zoning ordinance and map of Garden City, Georgia; to rezone a portion of Lot 191 Silk 
Hope Farms Subdivision, and Lot A of the Dudley Subdivision, a subdivision of Lot 190 Silk Hope Farms 
Subdivision, owned by East Coast Properties, Leokate, and Baskets Unlimited, from their present 
zoning classification of “R-1” to a “C-2” zoning classification.  
 

 Resolution, Specialty Isolation Valve Installations: A resolution by the Mayor & City Council to award 
a contract for the purchase and installation of four (4) specialized 6-inch “Inserta Valves” to D&R 
Utility Construction for the price of $21,712.40; and to authorize the City Manager to sign the contract 
on behalf of the City.    
 

 Resolution, Prosperity Drive Water System Design: A resolution by the Mayor and City Council to 
enter into an agreement with Thomas and Hutton Engineering Company to provide engineering 
services in connection with extending the City’s water and sewer infrastructure to the Prosperity 
Drive area; and to authorize the City Manager to execute an agreement for said services.  

 
 FY2019 Updated Schedule of Fees: Consideration by Mayor and City Council to approve an updated 

schedule fees for fiscal year 2019.  
 
 

 ADJOURN        
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Minutes 
City Council Meeting 

Monday, April 15, 2019 – 6:00 p.m. 
 

Call to Order:  Mayor Bethune called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Opening:  Pastor Bruce Campbell, Oak Grove Missionary Baptist Church gave the invocation and Mayor 
Bethune led City Council in the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 
 
Roll Call 
Members:  Mayor Bethune presided.  City Council:  Mayor Pro-tem Bessie Kicklighter, Councilmember 
Bruce Campbell, Councilmember Rosetta Cody, Councilmember Marcia Daniel, Councilmember Debbie 
Ruiz and Councilmember Kim Tice.   
 
Staff: Ron Feldner, City Manager; James P. Gerard, City Attorney; Rhonda Ferrell-Bowles, Finance 
Director/Clerk of Council; Ron Alexander, Planning Director; Benny Googe, Public Works Director; Gilbert 
Ballard, Chief of Police; Corbin Medeiros, Fire Chief; Scott Robider;  Jackie Jackson, Special Projects 
Coordinator; and Ben Brengman, IT Director.  
 
Presentations  
GCPD Officer of the 2nd Quarter:  Chief Ballard recognized Officer Jennifer Meeks as Officer of the 2nd 
Quarter.  
 
Georgia International City Resolution:  State Representative Carl Gilliard presented a resolution to Mayor 
and City Council recognizing Garden City as a Georgia International City.  Mayor Bethune thank 
Representative Gilliard.   
 
Information Public Comment:  Mayor Bethune opened the floor to receive comment from the audience.   
 
Mr. Harold Tessendorf, Executive Director of Habitat of Humanity gave an overview of Habitat’s projects 
and activities within the City. He said Garden City has made housing a priority.  This Wednesday we will 
be closing on the first of nine houses that Habitat has partnered with the City to build in Garden City.  The 
City has partnered with us to help families realize their dream of owning a home.  I would like to thank 
the Mayor and Council for working with us on getting CHIP Grant funding to build the houses.  Mayor 
Bethune thanked Mr. Tessendorf for allowing the City to be a work alongside Habitat to create affordable 
housing in the community.   
 
Public Hearing   
PC1906, Rezoning Request (1302 & 1252 Dean Forest Road):  Mayor Bethune opened the public hearing 
to receive comment on a request by Phillip McCorkle, applicant, to rezone 1302 Dean Forest Road and 
1252 Dean Forest Road from R-1 to C-2 for desired land use as a contract or business.  
 
Planning Director gave a brief overview of the rezoning request.  He said that the Planning Commission 
recommended approval of the rezoning request.  
 
Mayor Bethune asked if there was anyone in the audience who wished to speak in favor of the rezoning.  
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Mr. Phillip McCorkle said my client Johnny Williams already has a business in Garden City and is looking 
to relocate to Dean Forest Road.  My client wanted an I-1 zoning, but we found out that City Council wants 
C-2 according to the land use plan, which will require us to come back for a special use.  
 
Mayor Bethune asked if there was anyone else wishing to speak in favor of the rezoning.  There being no 
else wishing to speak in favor, Mayor Bethune asked if there was anyone who wished to speak against the 
rezoning.  There being no one wishing to speak against the rezoning, Mayor Bethune closed the public 
hearing.  
 
City Council Minutes:  Upon motion by Councilmember Tice, seconded by Councilmember Cody, City 
Council voted unanimously to approve the city council minutes date 4/1/19 and the workshop synopsis 
dated 4/8/19.   
 
Staff Reports   
Planning Director presented the planning department’s report for the month of March. 
Public Works Director presented the public works department’s report for the month of March. 
Chief of Police presented the police department’s report for the month of March. 
Fire Chief presented the fire department’s report for the month of March. 
 
City Manager’s Updates and Announcements   
Floodplain Management:  City Manager said Garden City residents will see an additional savings on their 
flood insurance premiums.  
 
Planning Director said city departments have been working on the CRS to help reduce the flood insurance 
premium costs.  The City’s rating went from 8 to 6.  Residents should see a discount on flood policies 
renewing after May 1st.  We will be mailing information out soon. 
 
Items for Consideration 
Second Reading - Ordinance, Zoning Map Amendment, Old Dean Forest Road:  Clerk of Council read for 
the second reading the heading of an ordinance to amend the zoning ordinance and map of Garden City, 
Georgia, as amended; to rezone lots numbered 1, 2, & 3, Dean Forest Commercial Subdivision, and a sixty 
foot wide private access road known as “Nick Drive”, owned by Katherine C. Ward as Executrix under the 
last will and testament of John Nick Constantine, Sr., deceased, from their present zoning classification of 
“P-C2A” to an “I-1 zoning classification.   

Councilmember Daniel said Mayor I will need to be excused from the vote due to family interests.  

Councilmember Kicklighter made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Campbell to adopt the 
ordinance on the second reading.  Councilmember Campbell, Councilmember Cody, Councilmember 
Kicklighter, Councilmember Ruiz and Councilmember Tice voted to adopt the ordinance on the second 
reading with Councilmember Daniel abstaining from the vote.  

First Reading - Ordinance, Automated Traffic Enforcement Safety Devices in School Zones: Clerk of 
Council read for the first reading the heading of an ordinance to amend the Code of Ordinances of Garden 
City, Georgia, as amended, by amending Chapter 78 entitled “Traffic and Vehicles” to add Article II for the 
purpose of authorizing the use and enforcement of automated traffic enforcement safety devices in 
school zones within the City. 
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City Manager said this modifies the code to allow the use and enforcement of automated traffic safety 
devises in school zones within the City.  

Upon motion by Councilmember Campbell, seconded by Councilmember Daniel, City Council voted 
unanimous to approve the ordinance on the first reading. 

Upon motion by Councilmember Kicklighter, seconded by Councilmember Tice, City Council voted 
unanimously to suspend the rules of council to hold the second reading of the ordinance. 

Second Reading - Ordinance, Automated Traffic Enforcement Safety Devices in School Zones: Clerk of 
Council read for the second reading the heading of an ordinance to amend the Code of Ordinances of 
Garden City, Georgia, as amended, by amending Chapter 78 entitled “Traffic and Vehicles” to add Article 
II for the purpose of authorizing the use and enforcement of automated traffic enforcement safety devices 
in school zones within the City. 

Upon motion by Councilmember Tice, seconded by Councilmember Ruiz, City Council unanimously voted 
to adopt the ordinance on the second reading.  

First Reading - Ordinance, Water & Sewer Connection Fees for Certain Development Projects: Clerk of 
Council read for the first reading the heading of an ordinance to amend Chapter 82 of the Garden City 
Code relating to utilities, by adding a section 82-186 to Article V thereof pertaining to water and sewer 
rates and charges for the purpose of reducing the water and sewer connection fees for certain 
development projects within the City’s urban redevelopment area and/or revitalization area.  

City Manager said this modifies the code to allow for incentives for certain development projects such as 
affordable housing and hospitality projects within the City’s urban redevelopment area.   

Upon motion by Councilmember Kicklighter, seconded by Councilmember Cody, City Council voted 
unanimously to approve the ordinance on the first reading.  

Mayor Bethune said the second reading of the ordinance will be held at the next council meeting on May 
6th.   

First Reading - Ordinance, Building Permits & Inspection Fees for Certain Development Projects: Clerk 
of Council read for the first reading the heading of an ordinance to amend Chapter 18 of the Garden City 
Code, relating to Buildings and Building Regulations, for the purpose of updating several code sections to 
correct clerical errors and/or update certain fee amounts, as well as for the purpose of adding Section 18-
85 to reduce fees for building permits and inspections, drainage permits, fence or wall construction, 
plumbing inspections, and exemption applications under Code Section 18-51, as to certain development 
projects within the City’s urban development area and/or revitalization area.  

City Manager said this also modifies the code to allow for incentives for certain development projects 
within the City’s urban redevelopment area for affordable housing and hospitality projects. 

Upon motion by Councilmember Tice, seconded by Councilmember Ruiz, City Council voted unanimously 
to approve the ordinance on the first reading.  

Mayor Bethune said the second reading of the ordinance will be held at the next council meeting on May 
6th. 
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Resolution, Highway 80 Soccer & Multi-Purpose Field Project Planning & Design Services: Clerk of 
Council read the heading of a resolution to enter into a master agreement for design consulting services 
with CHA Consulting, Inc., for providing engineering and architectural services for the planning, design, 
and bidding/construction administration of a multi-purpose recreation complex on City-owned acreage 
measuring 11.4 acres, more or less, on US Highway 80 in Garden City and authorizing the City Manager to 
enter into a work order pursuant to the master agreement limited to performing Phase 1A programing / 
master planning services by way of developing three (3) alternative conceptual plans for the complex, 
presenting and discussing such plans at multiple public meetings and one neighborhood meeting and with 
City staff, and preparing for review by City Council a master plan for the design and construction of the 
complex incorporating staff and public comments, as well as a cost budget and a design/construction 
schedule.  

City Manager said this will allow us to get feedback from the community to see if this will be a suitable 
project for the Highway 80 property.   

Upon motion by Councilmember Campbell, seconded by Councilmember Cody, City Council voted 
unanimously to adopt the resolution.  

Adjournment:  There being no further items or comments, Mayor Bethune called for a motion to adjourn 
the meeting.  Upon motion by Councilmember Campbell, seconded by Councilmember Ruiz, City Council 
unanimously adjourned the meeting at 6:43 p.m. 

 

Transcribed and submitted by: Clerk of Council 
Accepted and approved by: City Council 5/6/19 
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Synopsis 
City Council Workshop 

Monday, April 22, 2019 – 5:30 p.m. 
 
Call to Order:  Mayor Bethune called the workshop to order and Councilmember Campbell offered the 
opening prayer. 
 
Attendees: 
Members:  Mayor Bethune presided.  Council Members:  Mayor Pro-tem Kicklighter, Councilmember 
Campbell, Councilmember Cody, Councilmember Daniel, Councilmember Ruiz and Councilmember Tice.  
 
Staff:  Ron Feldner, City Manager; James P. Gerard, City Attorney; Rhonda Ferrell Bowles, Finance 
Director/Clerk of Council; Jackie Jackson, Special Projects Coordinator; Ron Alexander, Planning Director; 
Cliff Ducey, Parks & Recreation Director; Captain Joe Papp and Scott Robider, Code Enforcement 
Supervisor.  
 
PC1906 – Rezoning Request, 1302 & 1252 Dean Forest Road:  Planning Director said he wants to rezone 
the property to put a construction business that does site work.  He says that there will be no heavy 
equipment on the site.  It will be stored on the jobsite.  The property is about four or five acres, but it 
includes wetlands which can’t be used.  The property is surrounded by P-C-2.  He plans to erect an 8 foot 
block fence so no residents are impacted.  
 
City Attorney said the contracting use is allowed, but he will have to go before the Board of Zoning Appeals 
to be granted a special use for onsite heavy construction equipment.   
 
City Manager said the Planning Department and Code Enforcement will need to keep an eye to make sure 
he stays in compliance with the zoning requirements in regards to equipment.  
 
Special Projects Coordinator said doesn’t he have a contracting business on another piece of property in 
Garden City.  Planning Director said he has a business on Airport Drive, but he is looking to expand.  He 
has a lay down yard on his property on Airport Drive.  He may be just looking at putting his office on the 
Dean Forest Road property.  
 
Councilmember Daniel said I feel we need to revisit the land use map for this area given the new 
development taking place at Town Center.  
 
City Manager said staff will move forward with placing the item on the agenda for formal consideration 
by City Council at the May 6th council meeting.  
 
FY2019 First Quarter Revenue & Expenditures Report:  Finance Director presented to City Council for 
review and comment the revenue and expenditures report for the first quarter ending March 31, 2019.   
 
Councilmember Kicklighter requested finance staff include a listing of the monthly expenditures for 
departmental contracts and agreements. 
 
City Council complimented the Finance Director and City Manager on reporting the city’s finances in an 
easy to understand format.  
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There being no further questions or comments, City Council accepted the report as presented.  
 
Senior Center Building Discussion:  Parks & Recreation Director said there are some cosmetic items that 
need to be done at the senior center.   The wallpaper is peeling off the wall in some areas and some of 
the paint doesn’t match on the walls.   
 
City Manager asked the Recreation Director to check his budget, but there should be enough funds 
currently budgeted in 2018 to fix the wallpaper and paint.  
 
Councilmember Tice said basically it needs to be freshened up, but I would like for Cliff to get with Judy 
on what needs to be done for next year’s budget.  City Manager asked Cliff to get a list together with cost 
estimates for the 2020 budget cycle.    
 
Recreation Director said I’ll check on the cost for the wallpaper and paint and get with Judy on the items 
for the 2020 budget.  
 
Water & Sewer Capital Projects Update for FY2019:  City Manager presented an updated list of 
water/sewer capital projects for 2019.    
 
Specialty Isolation Valve Installations: City Manager said the City needs to install isolation valves along 
Smith Avenue at four locations to be able to shut off and isolate areas when a line break or other problem 
occurs.  Currently, there are not enough values along Smith Avenue and when something happens a lot 
of water is shut off.  As you know, Atlanta Gas is working their way north and without the installation of 
isolation valves people could be without water a couple of times a week.  There is one company that is 
capable of leaving the water on while cutting in the valves. The cost is approximately $25,000 to have the 
company install the valves on Smith Avenue.  I would like to recommend that we move forward with 
getting the isolation valves installed on Smith Avenue.  There are about four other areas in the City where 
isolation valves need to be installed, but Smith Avenue is more critical.   
 
After a brief discussion, City Council recommended the City Manager move forward with placing the 
project on the agenda for formal consideration by Council at the May 6th meeting.   
 
Prosperity Drive Water System Design: City Manager said this is another project that we need to get going 
on. As you know, this is the project that Jim and I have been working on whereby the City will design and 
build the water system and then the developer will pay the loan debt service via a Development 
Agreement.  The estimated construction cost is approximately $2 million.   
 
City Attorney said the City would be well protected by the agreement.  The Developer would pay the loan 
and there would be security by the bank loan by the Developer.   The Developer will rebuild Prosperity 
Drive and the City will get revenue from future tap fees, etc.    
 
City Manager said this is basically the same type of agreement that Jim drew up between a developer and 
the City of Pooler.  This is a good opportunity to extend our services.   
 
After a brief discussion, the City Council recommended the City Manager and City Attorney move forward 
with placing the item on the agenda for formal consideration by Council at the May 6th meeting.   
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Pressure Relief Valve @ Old Louisville Road:  City Manager said I would like to recommend that we look at 
installing a pressure relief valve at Old Louisville Road to help address the water system issue that occurred 
in December 2018.   
 
After a brief discussion, City Council recommended staff move forward with the project.   
 
Mayor’s Updates:  Mayor Bethune said the contractor replacing the sidewalk on Griffin Avenue did a wash 
out and we need to get the contractor to clean it up.  He said I got a call from a resident about the train 
blocking the tracks and I called the new contact with CSX and they got the train moved in about five 
minutes. He said Ron and I have a meeting on the next SPLOST cycle on May 6th.   Habitat Humanity will 
be at this year’s housing fair to talk to people about how to apply for a habitat house.  He said they would 
love to have Garden City people apply for the houses they are building in Garden City.   
 
City Manager Updates:   City Manager said the second reading of the ordinance to amend the charter to 
increase the compensation of Mayor and City Council will be at the May 6th meeting.   City Attorney said 
the required advertising has been done for the charter amendment.  
 
Special Projects Coordinator provided City Council a copy of the Code Enforcement information packet 
going out to homeowners.   
 
Councilmember Ruiz said I don’t think we are put enough emphases on the addresses.   
  
Code Supervisor said the purpose of this is to do a door to door campaign.  We will start on Rossignol Hill 
and then move to other areas of the City.  Special Projects Coordinator said it is going to take time to go 
through the entire City.  
 
Councilmember Campbell said what is the minimum age to drive a gold cart?  Captain Papp said it needs 
to be defined in an ordinance.  Currently, the City does not have a golf cart ordinance.  
 
City Manager said the company has been sending out information on the service line warranty program 
since 2010.  We authorized them to use the City’s logo on their annual mailing.  He said it is a good program 
that covers the private portion of the water line or sewer line.   
 
Adjournment:  There being no further items for discussion, City Council unanimously adjourned the 
meeting at 6:34 p.m. 
 
Transcribed and submitted by:  Clerk of Council 
Accepted and approved by:  City Council 5/6/19 
 
    
 
 
 
 



 

 

  

 

TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL DATE:   May 6, 2019 

 

SUBJECT: Human Resources Department Report for April 2019  

Report in Brief 

Attached is the Human Resources Department’s Month End Report.   

 

      Prepared by: Pam Franklin 

      Title:  Human Resources Director 

 

 

      Reviewed by: ____________________________ 

      Title  ____________________________ 

 

 

____________________________ 

City Manager 

 

 

Attachment(s) 

 

 

 

REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM AGENDA ITEM 



Human Resources Department / Month End Report 
 
Recruitment/Positions filled 
The City is recruiting for 2 Repair Technicians and continues ongoing recruitment for Police Officer and/or Police Officer 
Recruit and Part-time Firefighters.   
 
New Hires 
No full-time employees added during the month of April. 
 
Employment Terminations 
No separations from employment during the month of April. 
 
City Employment 
The City’s full-time employee count remains at 106.   

The chart below illustrates the percentage distribution by department of full-time employees with actual employee 
count by department to the right of each department.   

 

FIGURE 1     NOTE:  2019 TOTAL COUNCIL APPROVED/BUDGETED POSITIONS IS  
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EMPLOYEE TURNOVER DATA 

The City’s turnover rate per month 

 January 1% 
 February 0 
 March 0 
 April 0 

 
The graph below illustrates turnover in full time positions for current year 2019 compared to turnover occurring in the 
previous year.  

 

Unemployment Claims:   One payable claim for unemployment benefits added in April. 
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Workers Compensation 

The City experienced two workplace incidents with medical attention and no loss time during April. 

  

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

2018 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec YTD
2019

Injury

Loss Time

Column2



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL DATE: 5/6/2019 
SUBJECT: Technology Department Report for the Month of April 2019 
 
 
Report in Brief 
 
The Technology Department Monthly Status Report includes a wide variety of information in an 
effort to better inform the public and the City Council.  
 
 
 
      Prepared by: Benjamin Brengman 
      Title  Director of Information Technology 
 
 
      Reviewed by: ____________________________ 
      Title  ____________________________ 
 
 
____________________________ 
Ron Feldner, City Manager 
 
 
Attachment(s) 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 



Technology Report 
 

 Deployed two laptops and one desktop computer. 
 Completed configuring three new desktop computers for the Cooper 

Center. 
 Continued the maintenance and replacing cameras at multiple 

Garden City locations.  
. 
 
 
 

Website  
 

 Currently we have 1070 followers on Facebook and 488 followers on 
twitter. 
 

 
Building Maintenance  
 
  

 Replaced lights on the exterior of the Police Sally port with LED lights.  
 In the process of doing bathroom repairs.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL DATE:  May 1st, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: Parks & Recreation 2019 April Report 
 
 
Report in Brief 
 
The Parks & Recreation Monthly Status Report includes a summary of the monthly activities and projects of all 
divisions within the Department.  This report also provides information regarding key items of interest and/or 
activities throughout the month. Garden City Parks and Recreation Department April report. Our staff continues to 
relish opportunities to provide quality programming and facilities to our residents. We encourage all residents to 
engage themselves in a program of choice and begin reaping the emotions and physical rewards associated with 
teamwork, interaction and physical and mental activity. 
 
The operations detail contained in this report is for the Month of April 2019_ and all related 
information is current as of ___May 1, 2019_____. 
 
 
 
      Prepared by: _________Cliff Ducey________ 
      Title  __Parks & Recreation Director_ 
 
 
      Reviewed by: ____________________________ 
      Title  ____________________________ 
 
 
____________________________ 
Ron Feldner, City Manager 
 
Attachment(s) 
 

REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM AGENDA ITEM 
Parks& Recreation 

  
 



 
 

Parks & Recreation Department  
 Status Report 

Summary -  April 2019 
 
 
 
Adult/Youth/Sports Programs & Community Relations Activities/Events  
 
 
Adult Programs 
Senior Center 
During the Month of April and average of 40 Senior Citizens attended/participated in adult programs at 
the Senior Center.  Total number of lunch meals served 689 and total number of breakfast served 109. 
Activities included: Devotion time, bingo, trivia, puzzles, dominoes, bridge, cards, pool and line 
dancing and muscle strengthening exercise. 
 
 Monthly Programs Offered 

 
 

• New programs are offered each month, so stop by the Garden City Senior Center to see 
what’s new. 

1. In May we will honor Mother's, and Veterans!  
2. Hodges Strawberry farms Newington may 7th   full van.  
3. May 2nd The Clint Eastwood movie  “The Mule”  
4. At Movie Theater 21st “A Dogs journey”. 
5. Hilton Head trips May 10th and 17th 9:15am – 4:30pm. 
6. May 16th to Babes and Cracker Barrel on the 28th 
7. Book club will meet May 20th 1pm 

 
 
Ongoing:  Movie Day, Book Club, lunch out with shopping at Hilton Head, Game night, 
eat out night, bingo, pool, weights, wisdom club, cards in the afternoon, and line 
dancing! 
 
May is older American Appreciation month. 

 
Come join the fun!! 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Youth Programs 
Cooper Center 
During the month of _April,  15 per day Youths attended/participated in youth programs/after school.  
Activities included: Ping-Pong, indoor board games and playground.  
 Monthly Programs Offered  

• Computer help 
• Home Work help 
• Ping Pong, Board games 
• Outdoor fenced in playground and basketball court. 
 

 
 
 
 
Sports Programs/Activities 
During the month of _April, 101_ Youths participated in Garden City’s Youth Sport Programs.   
 

• Baseball season Practice is underway(we have 5teams). 
 

 Baseball -75 
 

 Gymnastics  - 26 
 

 High School Soccer At Garden City Stadium ( weeknights 5pm & 7pm February, March, April ) 
 

 
 Upcoming Sports Programs/Events 

 
 

 Sign ups 
Sign-up taken at Garden City Gym Monday –Friday 8:30am – 5pm (Credit Card, check or 
money order only) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



• Summer Day Camp (Camp Eagle) 
 
Summer Day Camp for Ages 6-12 
Garden City Parks and Recreation Department 
 
   May 20 th – August  5th 
 
Swimming, Archery, Team Sports, Field Trips, Arts & Crafts, Songs & Skits, Games and More! 
Swim Lesson Available             
 
Age Groups  
6-8 - Lions 
9-10 - Tigers 
11-12 - Bears$25.00 Registration Fee 
$75.00 Week/ One Child (Per Child) 
$65.00 Week/ Two children (Per Child)  
$55.00 Week/Three or More Children (Per Child) 
$25.00 Daily Rate (Per Child) 
                                          
Camp Monday-Friday 
Drop Off 7am-9am 
Camp Activities 9am-4pm 
Pick Up 4pm-6pm 
Camp Held at Garden City Gym 
160B. Priscilla D. Thomas Way 966-7788 
 

• Camp Eagle 
Sign-up taken at Garden City Gym Monday –Friday 8am – 5pm (check or money order only) 

 
 
 
The graphs below are visual summaries of the number of participants in Garden City’s Recreation 
Programs/Activities. 
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ORDINANCE NO. ________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 82 OF THE GARDEN CITY CODE, 
RELATING TO UTILITIES, BY ADDING A SECTION 82-186 TO ARTICLE V 
THEREOF PERTAINING TO WATER AND SEWER RATES AND CHARGES 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF REDUCING THE WATER AND SEWER CONNECTION 
FEES FOR CERTAIN DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS WITHIN THE CITY’S 
URBAN REDEVELOPMENT AREA AND/OR REVITALIZATION AREA; TO 
REPEAL ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; TO PROVIDE AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.  

 
 Be it Ordained by the Mayor and Council of Garden City, Georgia, and it is hereby ordained by the 
authority thereof: 
 
Section 1. 
 
 Article V of Chapter 82 of the Garden City Code, as amended, pertaining to water and sewer rates 
and charges, is hereby amended by adding the following Section 82-186 for the purpose of reducing the 
water and sewer connection fees for certain development projects within the City’s Urban Redevelopment 
Area and Revitalization Area: 
 

“Section 82-186 - Reduction of water and sewer connection fees for certain development 
projects within the City’s Urban Redevelopment Area and Revitalization Area.   
 
 In order to accommodate future residential and commercial development in the 
City’s Urban Redevelopment Area and Revitalization Area, the Garden City imposed water 
and sewer connection fees for the following types of projects will be reduced as indicated:  
 

a) Residential:  Water and sewer connection charges for certain residential projects 
in which funding is being provided by the federal government shall be reduced in 
favor of a flat rate to be established in accordance with the annual fee schedule 
approved by the Mayor and Council as may be revised from time to time.  In order 
to be eligible for such reduction, the project must meet the following criteria: 

 
1) The proposed residential construction or rehabilitation project must be for and 

an owner occupied/homeownership project; 
 
2) The proposed residential construction or rehabilitation project must be 

affordable housing construction only as defined by the United States 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (“HUD”) ((HUD defining 
affordable housing as housing for which occupants are paying no more than 
thirty (30%) percent of their income for gross housing costs, including 
utilities)) or in accordance with the latest HUD criteria; 

 
3) The proposed residential construction or rehabilitation project must fall within 

the boundaries of the City’s Revitalization Area Strategy; 
 
4) The constructed residences must be compatible with the surrounding 

neighborhood; and,  
 
5) The proposed residential construction or rehabilitation project must be funded 
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via a federal grant. 
 

Any fee reduction shall be counted towards meeting any local match requirement under 
the terms of the applicable federal grant.   

 
b) Commercial:  Water and sewer connection fees for hotel and hospitality industry 

projects within the boundaries of the City’s designated Urban Redevelopment Area 
shall be reduced in favor of a flat rate to be established in accordance with the 
annual fee schedule approved by the Mayor and Council as may be revised from 
time to time.  In order to be eligible for such reduction, the hotel and hospitality 
industry project must meet the following criteria:   

 
1) The proposed hotel and hospitality industry project must be for the 

construction of a hotel and hospitality industry development with provisions 
for an on-site restaurant accessible to the general public in addition to hotel 
guests; 
 

2) Both the proposed hotel and restaurant must be located on the same parcel or 
directly abutting parcels; 

 
3) The hotel and hospitality industry project must fall within the boundaries of 

the City’s designated Urban Redevelopment Area; 
 

4) Both the hotel/hospitality industry project and restaurant must create at least 
eight (8) full-time jobs at each facility; 

 
5) The proposed hotel and hospitality industry project must be within one-half 

mile walking distance (measured from a main building entrance) of one or 
more stops for public bus lines usable by hotel guests and staff;  

 
6) The hotel and hospitality industry project must be compatible with the 

surrounding neighborhood; 
 

7) Both the hotel/hospitality industry project and on-site restaurant must 
commence construction by obtaining a Garden City Building Permit within 12 
months from the date of the fee waiver acknowledgement from the City; and 

 
8) Both the hotel/hospitality industry project and on-site restaurant must have 

separately completed construction and subsequently obtained a Garden City 
Certificate of Occupancy within 12 months of the Garden City Building Permit 
issuance date. 

 
Failure to meet and document the criteria detailed herein before the issuance of a Garden City 
Certificate of Occupancy may result in the City revoking the fee adjustments and/or incentives 
granted in this Article. 

 
The fees reduced or adjusted under this Section 82-186 shall not include water meter fees pursuant 
to Code Section 82-176.”   
 

Section 2: This Ordinance amendment shall be effective as of the date of passage. 
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Section 3: All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.   
 
 
 Adopted this    April, 2019. 
 
              
       Rhonda Ferrell-Bowles, Clerk of Council  
 
 Read and Approved this   day of April, 2019. 
 
 
             
       Don Bethune, Mayor 
 Read First Time:     
 Read Second Time and Passed:   



ORDINANCE NO. ________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 18 OF THE GARDEN CITY CODE, 
RELATING TO BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS, FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DELETING AND UPDATING SEVERAL CODE SECTIONS TO 
CORRECT CLERICAL ERRORS AND/OR UPDATE CERTAIN FEE AMOUNTS, 
AS WELL AS FOR THE PURPOSE OF ADDING A SECTION 18-85 TO REDUCE 
FEES FOR BUILDING PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS, DRAINAGE PERMITS, 
FENCE OR WALL CONSTRUCTION, PLUMBING INSPECTIONS, AND 
EXEMPTION APPLICATIONS UNDER CODE SECTION 18-51, AS TO 
CERTAIN DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS WITHIN THE CITY’S URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT AREA AND/OR REVITALIZATION AREA; TO REPEAL ALL 
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.  

 
 Be it Ordained by the Mayor and Council of Garden City, Georgia, and it is hereby ordained by the 
authority thereof: 
 
Section 1. 
 
 Section 18-5 of the Garden City Code, as amended, entitled “Drainage Permits” is hereby deleted.  

 
Section 2:  
 
 Section 18-10 of the Garden City Code, as amended, entitled “Sprinkler requirements – Multifamily 
residential and nonresidential” is hereby amended to correct the spelling of “Storz” by deleting the last 
paragraph of Subsection (b) thereof and substituting in its place the following: 
 

“In addition, all connections shall be located on the street side of each building; all fire 
department connections (FDC) shall be made with 5-inch Storz couplings; and activation 
of the sprinkler system shall activate both a local building alarm and a supervisory alarm 
at a 24-hour certified and licensed alarm monitoring service.” 

 
Section 3:  
 
 Section 18-13 of the Garden City Code, as amended, entitled “Requirement for rapid access key boxes 
and security connection caps for the use by the fire department in times of an emergency” is hereby amended 
by deleting subparagraph (g) thereof. 
 
Section 4: 
 
 Subsection 18-51 of the Garden City Code, as amended, entitled “Exemptions” shall be deleted.  
 
Section 5: 
 
 Section 18-83 of the Garden City Code, as amended, entitled “Bond for Electrical contractors” is 
hereby deleted.  
 
Section 6: 
 
 The following Section 18-85 shall be added to Chapter 18, for the purpose of reducing fees for building 
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permits and inspections under Section 18-4, for drainage permits under Section 18-5, for fence or wall 
construction permits under Section 18-6, for plumbing inspections under Section 18-32, and for exemption 
applications under Section 18-51, for certain development projects within the city’s redevelopment area 
and revitalization area: 

 
“Section 18-85.- Reduction of Certain Building Permit Fees, and Inspection Fees for 
Certain Development Projects within the City’s Redevelopment Area and Urban 
Revitalization Area. 
 
     In order to accommodate future residential and commercial development in the City’s 
Urban Redevelopment Area and Revitalization Area, certain of the City’s permit fees and 
inspection fees for the following types of projects will be reduced as indicated: 

 
a) Fees for building permits and inspections under Code Section 18-4, for drainage 

permits under Code Section 18-5, for fence and wall construction under Code 
Section 18-6, for plumbing inspections under Code Section 18-32, and for 
exemption applications under Section 18-51 shall be reduced in favor of a flat rate 
to be established in accordance with a schedule approved by the Mayor and 
Council as may be revised from time to time for certain residential projects for 
which funding is provided by the federal government.  In order to be eligible for 
such reduction, said project must meet the following criteria: 

1) The proposed residential construction or rehabilitation project must be for and 
an owner occupied/homeownership project; 

 
2) The proposed residential construction or rehabilitation project must be 

affordable housing construction only as defined by the United States 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (“HUD”) (HUD defining 
affordable housing as housing for which occupants are paying no more than 
thirty (30%) percent of their income for gross housing costs, including 
utilities); 

 
3) The proposed residential construction or rehabilitation project must fall within 

the boundaries of the City’s Revitalization Area Strategy; 
 

4) The constructed residences must be compatible with the surrounding 
neighborhood; and,  

 
5) The proposed residential construction or rehabilitation project must be funded 

via a federal grant. 

Any fee reduction shall be counted towards meeting any local match requirement under the 
terms of the applicable federal grant.   
 

b) Fees for building permits and inspections under Code Section 18-4, for drainage                                                                                                       
permits under Code Section 18-5, for fence and wall construction under Code 
Section 18-6, for plumbing inspections under Code Section 18-32, and for 
exemption applications under Code Section 18-51 shall be reduced in favor of a 
flat rate to be established in accordance with a schedule approved by Mayor and 
Council as may be revised from time to time for hotel and hospitality industry 
projects within the boundaries of the City’s designated Urban Redevelopment Area 
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which meet the following criteria: 
 

1) The proposed hotel and hospitality industry project must be for the 
construction of a hotel and hospitality industry development with provisions 
for an on-site restaurant accessible to the general public in addition to hotel 
guests; 

 
2) The hotel and hospitality industry project must fall within the boundaries of 

the City’s designated Urban Redevelopment Area; 
 
3) The hotel and hospitality industry project must create at least ten (10) full-

time jobs; 
 
4) The proposed hotel and hospitality industry project must be within one-half 

mile walking distance (measured from a main building entrance) of one or 
more stops for public bus lines usable by hotel guests and staff; and, 

 
5) The hotel and hospitality industry project must be compatible with the 

surrounding neighborhood.” 

Section 7:   This Ordinance amendment shall become effective as of the date of passage. 

Section 8:   All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

 Adopted this    April, 2019. 

 
       _________________________________ 
       Rhonda Ferrell-Bowles, Clerk of Council  
 
 
 Read and Approved this   day of   , 2019. 
 
                                             
       Don Bethune, Mayor 
 
 Read First Time:      
 Read Second Time and Passed:   
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Basic Fees 
Description Rate Fee 

Planning Commission 
Flat (initial and one follow up, if necessary) $500.00 

Flat (each additional over two) $250.00 

Board of Appeals 
Flat (initial and one follow up, if necessary) $250.00 

Flat (each additional over two) $125.00 
Minor Subdivision Flat $150.00 

Building and Land Disturbance Permit Fees 
Fee Cap of $50,000.00 on building permit only. 

NOTE:  Fees are based on one initial review or inspection and one follow up review or inspection.  Additional 
reviews or inspections are subject to being charged in accordance with the applicable fees included herein 
for that type of review or inspection.  

Description Rate Fee 
Land Disturbance (under 1-acre total 

disturbance) Flat $150.00 

LDA Permit (over 1-acre total disturbance) per acre $150.00 

Single Family Dwelling 
per climate controlled square foot $0.23 

per non-climate controlled square foot $0.10 

Multi-Family Dwelling 
per climate controlled square foot $0.23 

per non-climate controlled square foot $0.10 

Manufactured Home 
per climate controlled square foot $0.15 

per non-climate controlled square foot $0.10 

Commercial 
per climate controlled square foot $0.27 

per non-climate controlled square foot $0.22 
Warehouse 

(including Additions and Renovations) per square foot $0.15 

Addition (Residential and Commercial) 
per climate controlled square foot $0.23 

per non-climate controlled square foot $0.10 

Renovation (Residential and Commercial) 
per climate controlled square foot $0.15 

per non-climate controlled square foot $0.10 
Storage/Accessory Buildings with 

Electricity and/or Plumbing per square foot $0.10 

Storage/Accessory Buildings without 
Electricity and/or Plumbing per square foot $0.06 

All Other Structures per square foot $0.17 

Other Permit Fees 
Description Rate Fee 

Temporary Office (valid for 6 months) per square foot $0.50 
Fence Flat (per lot) $50.00 

Demolition Flat (per lot) $100.00 
Temporary Sign (valid for 30 days) Flat $50.00 

Permanent Sign 
(if sign is electrical, an electrical permit and 

inspection is required) 
per square foot ($50 minimum fee) $0.75 

Well Flat $50.00 
Move a Structure into or Through Garden 

City Flat $150.00 

Encroachment Permit Flat $50.00 
Roadway Improvements (road as only 

structure) per square foot $0.05 

Re-Approval of Expired Permit 
(within 30 days of original permit expiration) Flat $150.00 

Zoning Certification Letter Flat $25.00 
Stormwater User Fee 

Credit Application Review Fee Flat $350.00 

Foreclosed & Vacant Property  
Registration Fee Flat $50.00 

Regulatory Fees Schedule 

Regulatory Fees Schedule 
Adopted by City Council November 19, 2018 

Effective January 1, 2019 
Amended by City Council May 6, 2019 
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Inspection Fees 
*Projects requiring more than the minimum number of inspections will be charged at the  
one-time rate for each additional inspection 

Plumbing 
Description Rate Fee 

Residential (one time) 
including renovations and re-inspections Flat $75.00 

Commercial and Industrial (one time) 
including renovations and re-inspections Flat $75.00 

Residential (minimum 3 inspections)* 
new construction and additions Flat $75.00 each, 

total $225.00 
Commercial and Industrial 
(minimum 5 inspections)* 

new construction and additions 
Flat $75.00 each, 

total $375.00 

Electrical 
Description Rate Fee 

Residential (one time) 
including renovations and re-inspections Flat $75.00 

Commercial and Industrial (one time) 
including renovations and re-inspections Flat $75.00 

Residential (minimum 3 inspections)* 
new construction and additions Flat $75.00 each, 

total $225.00 
Commercial and Industrial (minimum 5 inspections)* 

new construction and additions Flat $75.00 each, 
total $375.00 

Building 
Description Rate Fee 

Residential (one time) 
including renovations and re-inspections Flat $65.00 

Commercial and Industrial (one time) 
including renovations and re-inspections Flat $65.00 

Residential (minimum 5 inspections)* 
new construction and additions (slab) Flat $65.00 each, 

total $325.00 

Residential (minimum 6 inspections)* 
new construction and additions (stem wall) Flat $65.00 each, 

total $390.00 

Commercial and Industrial (minimum 4 inspections)* 
new construction and additions Flat $65.00 each, 

total $260.00 

Building Inspector Plan Review 
Flat (residential) $75.00 

Flat (commercial and 
industrial) $225.00 

HVAC Flat (per visit) $75.00 

Gas Meter Flat (per lot) $50.00 

Sprinkler 

Flat (building < 50,000 
sq. ft.) $75.00 

Flat (building > 50,000 
sq. ft.) $100.00 

Life Safety Inspection Flat (per visit) $65.00 

Fire Inspection 

Flat (initial visit and one 
follow up) no fee 

Flat (each additional 
after two failures) $50.00 

Code Violation Re-inspection Fee Flat $25.00 
House & Principal Building Address Number Violation Fine Per Day $10.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regulatory Fees Schedule (Continued)  
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Tree Removal 
*Refer to the City’s Tree Protection & Landscape Ordinance for more information 

regarding tree protection, removal & replacement 
Description Rate Fee 

Over five trees under 8" diameter Flat $100.00 
(total disturbance under 1 acre)   

Any one non-specimen tree over 8" 
diameter per tree $25.00 

Over 1-acre total disturbance (clearing) 
(in addition to required LDA Permit) per acre $100.00 

Specimen Tree Removal per unit (see chart below) $250.00 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Building & Inspection Fees Per Chapter 18; Section 18-85 
Description Rate Fee 

Federally Funded Residential Projects 
Reduction of Building & 

Inspection Fees  
60% Reduction in Fees (Calculation 

Formula: Standard Fee Amount x 
40% = Reduced Rate) 

Hotel & Hospitality Industry Projects Reduction of Building & 
Inspection Fees (Based on 
Residential Project Rate 

Reduction Formula Above) 

60% Reduction in Fees 
(Calculation Formula: Standard Fee 

Amount x 40% = Reduced Rate) 

Specimen Tree Diameter Unit Conversion Chart 
Tree Diameter Unit Value 

8" 1.0 
10" 1.4 
12" 1.9 
14" 2.3 
16" 2.7 
18" 3.1 
20" 3.6 
22" 4.0 
24" 4.4 
26" 4.8 
28" 5.3 
30" 5.7 
32" 6.1 
34" 6.5 
36" 7.0 
38" 7.4 
40" 7.8 
42" 8.2 
44" 8.7 
46" 9.1 
48" 9.5 

50"+ 10.0 
*Round odd numbers up to the nearest even number 

Regulatory Fees Schedule (Continued) 
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Tap Fees 
Water Tap-in Fees 

Description Rate Fee 

5/8 inch-2-inch water tap 

Deposit $125.00 
Set-Up Charge $15.00 

Tap-In Fee (per REU) Inside City Limits $500.00 
Tap-In Fee (per REU) Outside City Limits $750.00 

Labor Fee (installed by the City) $572.00 
Labor Fee (installed by plumber) $150.00 

4 inch-12-inch water tap 

Deposit $125.00 
Set-Up Charge $15.00 

Tap-In Fee (per REU) Inside City Limits $500.00 
Tap-In Fee (per REU) Outside City Limits $750.00 

Labor Fee (installed by the City) City does not 
install 

Labor Fee (installed by plumber) $250.00 
*Note:  Meter cost for potable water and fire lines, as well as, backflows, meter boxes and any 

additional equipment needed for installation are not covered under labor fees listed in the 
table above.  Please call the Water Operations Department for current pricing. 

Sewer Tap-In Fees 
Description Rate Fee 

4 inch-10-inch sewer tap 

Deposit $125.00 
Set-Up Charge $15.00 

Tap-In Fee (per REU) Inside City Limits $650.00 
Tap-In Fee (per REU) Outside City Limits $975.00 

Labor Fee (installed by the City) $1,984.00 
Labor Fee (installed by plumber) $150.00 

Water & Sewer Tap-In Fees Per Chapter 82; Section 82-186 
Description Rate Fee 

Federally Funded Residential Projects Flat Tap-In Fee (per REU) Inside 
City Limits 

60% Reduction in Fees 
(Calculation Formula: 

Standard Fee Amount x 40% = 
Reduced Rate) 

Hotel & Hospitality Industry Projects 

Percentage Reduction of Tap-In 
Fee (per REU) Inside City Limits 

(Based on Residential Rate 
Reduction Formula Above) 

60% Reduction in Fees 
(Calculation Formula: 

Standard Fee Amount x 40% = 
Reduced Rate) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Utility Fees Schedule 

Utility Fees Schedule 
Adopted by City Council November 19, 2018 

Effective January 1, 2019 
Amended by City Council May 6, 2019 
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Miscellaneous Fees 
Description Rate Fee 

Labor (Includes City Truck) per hour $76.00 
Backhoe per hour $200.00 

Small Trackhoe per hour $100.00 
Trencher per hour $50.00 

Dewatering Pump per hour $35.00 
Air Compressor per hour $35.00 
Tap Water Main per hour $75.00 

Sewer Jet Machine 
first 2 hours $300.00 

each additional hour  $150.00 
Miscellaneous per hour TBD 

*All hourly charges shall include travel time to and from job location.  Work performed outside regular business 
hours at the request of the customer shall be charged at 150% of the rates in the schedule.  Miscellaneous 
charges shall include actual charges for equipment rented to perform the work.  The above schedule shall be 
used to calculate charges when City staff or equipment is used on private facilities. The staging charge shall be 
used for construction but may be waived for other types of work at the discretion of the Director. 

Fees Relating to Theft of Services 
Description Rate Fee 

Code Enforcement Officer* Hourly (Minimum of 1 Hour) $29.44 
Meter Reader* Hourly (Minimum of 1 Hour) $25.83 

Water Repair Personnel* Hourly (Minimum of 1 Hour) $57.83 
Administrative Personnel* Hourly (Minimum of 1 Hour) $26.12 

Vehicle and Communication Charges Hourly (Minimum of 1 Hour) $29.29 

Meter Tampering Fee** 
1st Offense $150.00 
2nd Offense $500.00 
3rd Offense $1,000.00 

Stolen Meter Fee Flat $500.00 
Meter Cost*** Flat $119.29 
MXU Cost*** Flat $127.50 
Meter Top*** Flat $19.96 

Meter Valve*** Flat $30.38 
Barrel Lock*** Flat $3.70 

Pad Lock*** Flat $12.78 
*    Personnel costs include hourly rate of pay plus FICA, health and dental insurance, GMEBS retirement, ICMA-
Match, and workers' compensation. 
** Water consumption cost based on customer’s average usage is an additional fee.  All fees must be paid before 
reconnection occurs. 
*** These costs are determined by the vendor and are subject to change. 
 

Water Rates 
Base Charge per (REU Inside the City) $15.40 

Base Charge (Outside the City) $17.71 
Quantity $/1000 gal Inside the City $/1000 gal Outside the City 

1 to 2,500 gallons 1.44 2.16 
2,501 to 5,000 gallons 1.73 2.60 

5,001 to 10,000 gallons 2.03 3.05 
10,001 to 15,000 gallons 2.59 3.89 
15,001 to 20,000 gallons 3.17 4.76 

Over 20,000 gallons 3.75 5.63 

Sewer Rates 
Base Charge per REU (Inside the City) $17.80 

Base Charge per REU (Outside the City) $20.47 
Quantity $/1000 gal Inside the City $/1000 gal Outside the City 

1 to 2,500 gallons 2.20 3.30 
2,501 to 5,000 gallons 2.37 3.56 

5,001 to 10,000 gallons 2.46 3.69 
10,001 to 15,000 gallons 3.19 4.79 
15,001 to 20,000 gallons 3.92 5.88 

Over 20,000 gallons 4.65 6.98 

Utility Fees Schedule (Continued) 
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Town Center - Water Rates 
Base Charge per REU - Water $16.19 

Quantity Water 
1 to 10,000 gallons 2.58 

10,001 to 15,000 gallons 3.22 
15,001 to 20,000 gallons 3.53 

Over 20,000 gallons 4.17 

Town Center - Sewer Rates 
Base Charge per REU - Sewer $19.40 

Quantity Sewer 
1 to 20,000 gallons 5.96 
Over 20,000 gallons 6.30 

 

 

 

 

Fire Line Service Charges 
Fireline Size Monthly Fee 

4” $25.00 
6” $40.00 
8” $60.00 

10” $80.00 
12” $120.00 

The fireline service charge is for services provided by Garden City but not covered under the water 
commodity service charges or the fire protection fee.  The charge is designed to recover cost of 
miscellaneous services related to water system readiness to serve and infrastructure sizing required to 
provide fire flow relevant to the facility’s fireline size.   
 
    

Description Rate Fee 
Utility Account Deposit* Flat $125.00 

Sanitation Only Account Deposit* Flat $40.00 
Irrigation Meter Account Deposit* Flat $125.00 
Fire Line Meter Account Deposit* Flat $125.00 

Fire Hydrant Meter Deposit* Flat $650.00 
Apartment Cleaning Turn on/off Fee Per Month Contract Needed 

Administrative Fee Per Month $2.35 
Late Fees % of balance 25% 

Returned Check Fee Flat $35.00 
Suspension Fee (Reconnection) 

(normal hours)** 
Flat $50.00 

Reconnect Fee (after hours)*** Flat $100.00 
Stormwater Fee Per REU, Per Month $4.75 

Fire Protection Fee Per REU, Per Month $12.50 
Sanitation Fee 

(1 garbage & 1 recycling cart) Per month $15.84 

Rollout Cart Penalty Fee Per Cart/Per Occurrence $7.00 
*Refundable Deposit 
**Suspension (Reconnection) fees will be charged after 8:00am on the day of cut off 
whether service is   disconnected or not.  Service will be restored within 24 hours.  
***After hours reconnection fees are charged at a higher rate. 

Miscellaneous Utility Fees 

Utility Fees Schedule (Continued) 
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Program and Activity Fees 
Description Rate Fee 

Sport Registrations 
Per Sport (resident) $25.00 

Per Sport (non-resident) $35.00 

Sponsor Fees 
Without Signage $250.00 

With Signage $350.00 

Summer Camp 
Registration $25.00 

Per Week (does not include field trips) $75.00 

Swimming Lessons (8 sessions) 
Per Camper $35.00 

Per Non-Camper $45.00 
Gymnastics (8 sessions) Per Participant $40.00 

Facility Rental Fees 
Description Rate Fee 

Gym or Cooper Center Rental 
(Class C)  

Refundable Deposit $100.00 
 (Special Events Only) No Charge 

Gym or Cooper Center Rental 
(Class D)  

Refundable Deposit $100.00 
Per Hour $38.00 

Gym or Cooper Center Rental 
(Class E & F) 

Refundable Deposit $100.00 
Per Hour $75.00 

Gym or Cooper Center Rental 
(Class G) 

Refundable Deposit $100.00 
Per Hour $85.00 

Pool Rental (w/Gym) Per Hour $38.00 
Pool Rental  
(pool only) 

Refundable Deposit $100.00 
Per Hour $38.00 

Stadium Rental 
Soccer $100.00 

Football $1,200.00 

Sharon Park Rental 
Refundable Deposit $100.00 

Flat Fee (up to 4 hours) $25.00 
Flat Fee (up to 8 hours) $50.00 

Bazemore Park Rental 
Per Field $50.00 

Per Field (with use of lights) $65.00 

Bazemore Park Rental- 
Baseball Tournament 

Refundable Deposit $150.00 
Per Field $50.00 

Per Field (with use of lights) $65.00 

Concession Stand Rental 
3 Days or Less - Flat Fee $200.00 

4 Days or More - Flat Fee $400.00 
Booster Club Concession Rental  Based on Contract 

Chain Baseball Field Rental  Based on Contract 
 
 

Parks & Recreation Fees Schedule 

Adopted by City Council November 19, 2018 
Effective January 1, 2019 

 
 

Parks & Recreation  
Program/Activity Fees & Facility Rental Fees 
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Motion Picture, Television, & Photographic Production Fees 
Description Rate/Fee 

Application Fee $25.00 
Use of City Property  $400.00 per day 
Police Officer Security/Extras $30.00 per hour (4 hour min.) 
Police Vehicle $35.00 per day 
Firefighter $40.00 per hour (4 hour min.) 
Fire Truck with a 1,000 gallon per minute pump $68.00 per hour (4 hour min.) 
Fire Truck with a 1,250 gallon per minute pump $72.25 per hour (4 hour min.)  
Fire Truck with a 75’ ladder  $117.10 per hour (4 hour min.) 
Water Hookup, metering, water, etc. Based on Current Rates 
Public Works assistance in road closures, etc.  Based on Current Rates 
Last Minute Changes and/or Requests  $100.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Description Rate Fee 

Spirituous Liquors (Package) Annual $2,722.00 

Spirituous Liquors (By the Drink) Annual $2,722.00 

Beer and/or Malt Beverages Annual $682.00 

Wines Annual $236.00 

Advertising Cost/Processing Fee Annual $75.00 

Returned Check - Accounting Each $35.00 

Motion Picture/Photographic Production 
Fees Schedule 

Adopted by City Council November 19, 2018 
Effective January 1, 2019 

 

Alcohol Beverage License Fees Schedule 
Adopted by City Council November 19, 2018 

Effective January 1, 2019 
 

Alcohol Beverage License Fees 
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FINE SCHEDULE 
LICENSES OFFENSES BASE FEE/FINE 

No Permit w/o License   $250.00 
No Permit on Person  $10.00 
Wrong Class of Permit  $75.00 
Expired Permit   $75.00 
Allowing Another to Operate Unlawfully (without Permit) $250.00 
More than (1) Valid License $125.00 
Failure to Obtain GA License (over 30 days) $125.00 
Restrictive License $125.00 

 

 

 

 

SPEEDING VIOLATION BASE FEE/FINE 
Too Fast For Conditions $125.00 

SPEEDING BASE FEE/FINE 
Zone 25 MPH  
36-40 $100.00 
41-45 $125.00 
46-50 $150.00 
51-55 $200.00 
OVER 55 CT MANDATORY 
Zone 30 MPH  
41-45 $100.00 
46-50 $125.00 
51-55 $150.00 
56-60 $200.00 
61-65 $250.00 
OVER 65 CT MANDATORY 
Zone 35 MPH  
46-50 $100.00 
51-55 $125.00 
56-60 $150.00 
61-65 $200.00 
66-70 $250.00 
OVER 70 CT MANDATORY 
Zone 45 MPH  
56-60 $100.00 
61-65 $125.00 
66-70 $150.00 
71-75 $200.00 
76-80 $250.00 
OVER 80 CT MANDATORY 
School Zone & Construction Zones BASE FINE DOUBLES 

  

Municipal Court Fee Schedule 
Adopted by City Council November 19, 2019 

Effective January 1, 2019 
Amended by City Council January 22, 2019 
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FINE SCHEDULE 
TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES BASE FEE/FINE 

Running Stop Sign $125.00 
Running Red Light $125.00 
Improper U-Turn $125.00 
Disregarding Crossing Barrier $1250.00 
Disregarding Speed Barrier $125.00 
Crossing Median $125.00 
Failure to Obey Officer $125.00 
Flashing Light $125.00 

MOVING VIOLATIONS BASE FEE/FINE 
Improper Lane Usage $125.00 
Improper Lane Change $125.00 
Following Too Closely $125.00 
Improper Passing $125.00 
One-Way Street $125.00 
Failure to Yield $125.00 
Improper Turn $125.00 
Cutting Corners $125.00 
Changing Lanes or Turning w/o Reasonable Safety or No Turn Signal $125.00 
Driving Wrong Way One Way $125.00 
Unlawful Passing of School Bus $200.00 
Move Over Law – LEO, EMS, FIRE $500.00 
Move Over Law – GENERAL $250.00 

NON-MOVING VIOLATION BASE FEE/FINE 
No Tag $125.00 
No Rear View Mirrors $125.00 
No Mud Flaps $125.00 
Improper Lights $125.00 
Improper Tag $125.00 
Littering R/W $125.00 
Parking in Handicap Zone $125.00 
Impeding Flow of Traffic $125.00 
Improper Use of Dealer Tag $125.00 
Current Tag in Possession but Not Displayed $75.00 
Expired Tag $75.00 
Open Container $150.00 

SIGNAL & LIGHT VIOLATIONS BASE FEE/FINE 
Failure to Dim $100.00 
No Headlights  $100.00 
Headlight Out $100.00 
No Headlight While Raining $100.00 
Headlights Covered $100.00 

MISCELLANEOUS VIOLATIONS BASE FEE/FINE 
Crossing Median $125.00 
Limitations on Backing $125.00 
Operating Vehicle w/ Headphones $100.00 
Driving on Sidewalk $125.00 
Excessive Volume of Radio $100.00 
No Child Restraint Devices $35.00 
2ND OFFENSE $50.00 
Parking in a No Parking Zone $100.00 
Unsecured Load $125.00 
Over Weight on Inner Street $200.00 
Over Width/Length/Height $200.00 
No Seat Belts $15.00 
Hands Free $50.00 
2nd OFFENSE $100.00 
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FINE SCHEDULE 
INSURANCE VIOLATION BASE FEE/FINE 

No Proof of Insurance $40.00 

COURT MANDATORY APPEARANCE BASE FEE/FINE 
No Insurance CT MANDATORY 
Suspension Violation   
1st Offense CT MANDATORY 
2nd Offence CT MANDATORY 
DUI  
First Offense CT MANDATORY 
Second Offense CT MANDATORY 
Third Offence CT MANDATORY 
FLEEING TO ELUDE  
First Offense CT MANDATORY 
Second Offence CT MANDATORY 
Third Offense CT MANDATORY 
Racing CT MANDATORY 
Laying Drag CT MANDATORY 
Vehicular Homicide CT MANDATORY 
Habitual Violator CT MANDATORY 
Reckless Driving CT MANDATORY 
Allowing Another to Operate Unlawfully (other than permit violation)  CT MANDATORY 
All other Violations Not Specially Enumerated Above  CT MANDATORY 

RECORDS FEE 
Administrative Fee (for collection & retrieval of documents) TBD  
Regular Copies $.10 cents per page 
Certified/Notary $5.00 
Incident Reports $.10 cents per page 
Accidents Reports $5.00 
DVD’s $10.00 
 
In accordance with the Georgia Open Records Act (O.C.G.A. § 50-18-70), the following 
policies and procedures have been implemented in the Garden City Clerk’s Office.  
 
Open Records Policy and Procedure  
 
We will respond to your request within 3 business days after we receive your request. 
Possible responses to your request could include:  
*If the information is readily available and clearly public, we will provide copies of the 
requested documents or tell you when and where you may examine the documents;  
*If the documents cannot be produced for examination or duplication within 3 business 
days because they are in active use or in storage, we will tell you when and where the 
requested documents will be available to you;  
*If the requested information is clearly exempt from public disclosure, we will tell you which 
provisions of the Georgia Open Records Act (O.C.G.A. § 50-18-70) apply to your request; or  
* In the unlikely situation that it is unclear what information you are requesting, we will 
notify you asking you to clarify your request.  
*No public officer or agency shall be required to prepare reports, summaries, or 
compilations not in existence at the time of the request (O.C.G.A. § 50-18-70(d)).  
*In addition, a reasonable charge may be collected for research, retrieval, and other direct 
administrative costs for complying with a request (O.C.G.A. § 50-18-71(d)).  
*If the estimated cost for your request exceeds $25, we will notify you of the estimated cost 
before we fill your request. We require payment in advance when the estimated cost of 
producing copies exceeds $100.  
*Be advised that any administrative fee incurred during collection and retrieval of 
documents is due at the time of review and/or delivery of documents, regardless of the 
number of copies taken. 
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MITIGATION RATES 

BASED ON PER HOUR 
The mitigation rates below are average “billing levels” per hour, and are typical for the incident responses listed, 
however, when a claim is submitted, it will be itemized and based on the actual services provided. 

These rates are based on actual costs using amortized schedules for apparatus (including useful life, equipment, 
repairs, and maintenance).  Labor rates include an average fire department’s actual burdened labor costs and not just 
a firefighter's wage.  These include wages, retirement, benefits, workers comp, etc. 

MOTOR VEHICLE INCIDENTS 
Level 1 - $435.00 Provide hazardous materials assessment and scene stabilization. This will be the 

most common “billing level”.  This occurs almost every time the fire department 
responds to an accident/incident.  This level could include traffic control, basic 
hazardous material assessment, and minor debris removal. 

Level 2 - $495.00 Includes Level 1 services in part or in whole plus expanded hazardous material 
identification and control, limited victim extrication (hand tools), heavy debris 
removal, and light extinguishment of vehicle fire.  

Level 3 – CAR FIRE - $605.00 Includes Level 1 and 2 in part or in whole, plus vehicle fire, breathing apparatus, 
rescue tools, structure protection, and large hazardous material identification and 
control.  

ADD-ON SERVICES  
FIRST RESPONDER -$350.00 PER 

INCIDENT 
 

Medical response with the use of current medical supplies carried by response 
apparatus. Does not apply when the ambulance arrives on scene prior to the 
responding apparatus. 

Foam- $25.00 per gallon Foam shall be used on most car fires and shall be charged in five (5) gallon 
increments.  

Extrication- $1,305.00 
 

Includes heavy rescue tools, ropes, airbags, cribbing etc.  This charge will be added 
if the fire department has to free/remove anyone from the vehicle(s) using any 
equipment.  We will not bill at this level if the patient is simply unconscious and fire 
department is able to open the door to access the patient.  This level is to be billed 
only if equipment is deployed. 

Creating a Landing Zone -  
$400.00  

Includes Air Care (multi-engine company response, mutual aid, helicopter, etc.).  We 
will bill at this level any time a helicopter landing zone is created and/or is utilized 
to transport the patient(s). 
Itemized Response: You have the option to bill each incident as an independent 
event with custom mitigation rates, for each incident using, itemized rates deemed 
usual, customary and reasonable (UCR). These incidents will be billed, itemized per 
apparatus, per personnel, plus products and equipment used. 

ADDITIONAL TIME 
ON-SCENE RATES 

 

Engine billed at $400 per hour. 
Truck billed at $500 per hour. 
Tanker billed at $300 per hour. 
Miscellaneous equipment billed at $300. 

HAZMAT 
Level 1 - $700.00 Basic Response: Claim will include engine response, first responder assignment, 

perimeter establishment, evacuations, set-up and command.  
Level 2 - $2,500.00 Intermediate Response: Claim will include engine response, first responder 

assignment, hazmat certified team and appropriate equipment, perimeter 
establishment, evacuations, set-up and command, Level A or B suit donning, 
breathing air and detection equipment.  Set-up and removal of decon center. 

Level 3 – $5,900.00 Advanced Response: Claim will include engine response, first responder 
assignment, hazmat certified team and appropriate equipment, perimeter 
establishment, evacuations, first responder set-up and command, Level A or 
B suit donning, breathing air and detection equipment and robot 
deployment. Set-up and removal of decon center, detection equipment, 
recovery and identification of material. Disposal and environment clean up. 
Includes above in addition to any disposal rates of material and 
contaminated equipment and material used at scene.  Includes 3 hours of 
on scene time - each additional hour @ $300.00 per HAZMAT team. 

ADDITIONAL TIME ON-SCENE 
RATES 

(for all levels of service) 
 

Engine billed at $400 per hour. 
Truck billed at $500 per hour. 
Tanker billed at $300 per hour.  
Miscellaneous equipment billed at $300 
 
 

Fire Prevention & Protection 
Mitigation Rates 

Adopted by City Council November19, 2018  
Effective January 1, 2019 
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WATER INCIDENTS 
Level 1 

Billed at $400 plus $50 per hour, 
per rescue person. 

 
 

Basic Response: Claim will include engine response, first responder assignment, 
perimeter establishment, evacuations, first responder set-up and command, scene 
safety and investigation (including possible patient contact, hazard control).  This 
will be the most common “billing level”. This occurs almost every time the fire 
department responds to a water incident 

Level 2 
Billed at $800 plus $50 per hour, 

per rescue person. 
 

 

Intermediate Response: Includes Level 1 services as well as clean up and 
material used (sorbents), minor hazardous clean up and disposal.  We will 
bill at this level if the fire department has to clean up small amounts of 
gasoline or other fluids that are spilled as a result of the incident.   

Level 3 
Billed at $2,000 plus $50 per hour 
per rescue person, plus $100 per 
hour per HAZMAT team member. 

 
 

Advanced Response: Includes Level 1 and Level 2 services as well as D.A.R.T. 
activation, donning breathing apparatus and detection equipment. Set up 
and removal of decon center, detection equipment, recovery and 
identification of material. Disposal and environment clean up. Includes 
above in addition to any disposal rates of material and contaminated 
equipment and material used at scene.  

Level 4 
 

Itemized Response: You have the option to bill each incident as an independent 
event with custom mitigation rates for each incident using itemized rates deemed 
usual, customary and reasonable (UCR). These incidents will be billed, itemized, per 
trained rescue person, plus rescue products used. 
 

CHIEF RESPONSE 
Billed at $250 per hour. 

 

This includes the set-up of Command, and providing direction of the 
incident. This could include operations, safety, and administration of the 
incident. 

MISCELLANEOUS / ADDITIONAL 
TIME ON-SCENE RATES 

 

Engine billed at $400 per hour. 
Truck billed at $500 per hour. 
Miscellaneous equipment billed at $300. 

ILLEGAL FIRES 
ILLEGAL FIRES 

Assignment - $400.00 per hour, 
per engine / $500.00 per hour, 
per truck 

 

When a fire is started by any person or persons that requires a fire department 
response during a time or season when fires are regulated or controlled by local or 
state rules, provisions or ordinances because of pollution or fire danger concerns, 
such person or persons will be liable for the fire department response at a cost not 
to exceed the actual expenses incurred by the fire department to respond and 
contain the fire. If the fire is started due to persons not following prescribed fire and 
life safety, building codes, and ordinances.  Similarly, if a fire is started where 
permits are required for such a fire and the permit was not obtained and the fire 
department is required to respond to contain the fire the responsible party will be 
liable for the response at a cost not to exceed the actual expenses incurred by the 
fire department. The actual expenses will include direct labor, equipment costs and 
any other costs that can be reasonably allocated to the cost of the response. 
 

MITIGATION RATE NOTES 
The mitigation rates above are average “billing levels” per hour, and are typical for the incident responses listed, 
however, when a claim is submitted, it will be itemized and based on the actual services provided.  
 
These average mitigation rates were determined by itemizing costs for a typical run (from the time a fire apparatus 
leaves the station until it returns to the station) and are based on the actual costs, using amortized schedules for 
apparatus (including useful life, equipment, repairs, and maintenance) and labor rates (an average department’s “actual 
personnel expense” and not just a firefighter's basic wage).  The actual personnel expense includes costs such as wages, 
retirement, benefits, workers comp, insurance, etc. 
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